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LEWIS COUNTY




STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Report Date:


December 8, 2014
Report Submitted By:
Patrick S. Babineau, MRP





Senior Long Range Planner

Project Name:
Resolution to approve the existing Lewis County Countywide Planning Policies.
A. SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTION

The Planning Commission has recommended no new changes to the current Countywide Planning Policies and recommends the Board of County Commissioners pass a resolution to approve the existing Countywide Planning Policies.
B. GENERAL INFORMATION

According to the Growth Management Act, the Countywide Planning Policies operate as a framework from which county and city comprehensive plans are developed and adopted and each year the County Board of Commissioners needs to approve or amend the Countywide Planning Policies. 
C.        HISTORY/BACKGROUND
On April 9, 2014, the Lewis County Planned Growth Committee met to discuss if there was a need to amend the existing Countywide Planning Policies. They decided there was no need this year to change the policies and recommended to the Planning Commission to make no amendments to the existing Countywide Planning Policies. 
On September 23, 2014, the Planning Commission held a workshop to discuss the Countywide Planning Policies and on October 14, 2014 the Planning Commission held a public hearing to allow the public a chance to comment on the Countywide Planning Policies. At this public hearing, the Planning Commission decided, based on their deliberation and what they heard from the public, to recommend the existing Countywide Planning Policies not be amended.
D.       PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A notice of public hearing was published on November 18, 2014 in The Chronicle, the newspaper of record for Lewis County. 
E.
CONCLUSIONS 
Each year, the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners needs to approve or amend the existing Countywide Planning Policies. The Planned Growth Committee and the Planning Commission reviewed the Countywide Planning Policies and decided that the existing policies should not be changed or amended this year. The Planning Commission’s public hearing on the Countywide Planning Policies, held on October 14, 2104, received no comments from the public about changing the policies.  

F.
RECOMMENDATIONS  
The Planning Commission recommends, in its Letter of Transmittal, the Board of County Commissioners pass a resolution approving the existing Countywide Planning Policies with no amendments to them this year.
P.
EXHIBITS
Exhibit 1
Existing Lewis County Countywide Planning Policies.

Exhibit 2
Lewis County Planning Commission Letter of Transmittal.
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