
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

IN THE MATTER OF A PROPOSED

CHANGE TO ADOPTED RIGHT OF

WAY ACQUISITION PROCEDURES
RESOLUTION NO. O9 °~

WHEREAS, on July 27, 2009, the Board of County Commissioners of Lewis County, Washington,

by Resolution 09-227, updated the procedural guidelines for right of way acquisition by the Public Works

Department, and

WHEREAS, right of way procedures are approved by the Washington State Department of

Transportation (WSDOT) and have recently been amended to allow the use of an appraisal waiver process

for those property acquisitions less than $25,000, rather than $10,000 as previously allowed, and

WHEREAS, the Public Works Department was approved to use the appraisal waiver process up to

10,000 and has now been approved by WSDOT to use the appraisal waiver process on acquisitions up to

25,000, and

WHEREAS, it appears that said procedural change increases efficiency by saving both project time

and expense and is in the best interests of the public,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the previous authority of the Public Works

Director, and responsibilities of the Real Estate Services and Engineering Divisions within the Department,

as designated by the above referenced resolution, are hereby replaced by those on the attached Exhibit A.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution 09-227 is hereby rescinded.

DONE IN OPEN SESSION this ~ day ofu~~2009.
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ATTEST: ~ i ~' ~

mho -.~ ~ ~~/®* ~ 1 X45' i°°
Karri Muir, Clerk of the ~ ~~,'~ ®®

Board of County Commissioners ~.r~s~~`Ns1scC~~s°S'~®

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

L. MICHAEL GOLDEN,
Prose Attorney
By~ ~

Civil Deputy

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

F. Lee o , C r

Ron Averill, V~ Ch irman

P. .Schulte, ember



Lewis County Right of Way Acquisition Procedures Exhibit A

Real Estate Services /Survey
Researches road records and other available documents for existing right of way (r/w) data. Perfonns field work
as necessary to determine right of way alignment and width, and gathers topographical data.

Real Estate Services

Survey and Property Management review r/w determinations.

Design Engineering
R/W information forwarded to Design Engineering. Creates r/w plan.

Real Estate Services Survey /Property Management
Review r/w plan, and when in accepted form, sign off.

County Engineer
Approves dw plan.

Board of County Commissioners

Resolution of intent to establish road change, or for smaller projects resolution to acquire additional r/w.

Real Estate Services /Property Management
Mails r/w plans to affected adjoining property owners, requesting comments.

Real Estate Services /Property Management
Appraisals for parcels with estimated values over $25,000. Appraisers must be licensed and WSDOT

approved. Cost/Value Estimates for those properties with values less than $25,000.

Real Estate Services /Property Management
Review appraisal required for all federally funded projects.

WSDOT

Relocation - if necessary.

Real Estate Services /Property Management
Prepares offer letters, agreement, deeds/easements, Offer letter must include statutory (RCW 8.25.020) requirement
to reimburse for professional evaluation of offer. Signed by Asst. Co Engineer.

Real Estate Services /Property Management
Negotiator delivers offer to property owner and

continues to negotiate.

Public works Director

May allow up to $1,000 above offer based on basis of

legitimate azeas of disagreement.

Board of County Commissioners

Administrative settlement by majority vote,

considering recommendation by Public Works

Department and best interests of the public.

Prosecuting Attorney
Condemnation initiated by resolution of the Board and

Order of Establishment or resolution.

If accepted

If not

accepted

If accepted

If not

accepted

If accepted

If not

accepted

Real Estate Services /Property Management
Clears title of unacceptable encumbrances when

necessary. Records all appropriate documents.


