BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON
IN THE MATTER OF:



)
Adopting a Greenhouse Gas Emissions

) 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-_____
Reduction Policy



 
)   

WHEREAS, RCW 70.235.070 was passed in 2009 (ESSSB 5560) with an effective implementation date of the 2010 calendar year, and requires that State Agencies awarding capital funds through competitive programs consider whether the entity receiving funds has a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Reduction policy in place; and 


WHEREAS, Lewis County supports the reduction of the production of GHGs through programs that provide economic and quality of life benefits, such as reduced energy bills, green space preservation, air quality improvements, reduced traffic congestion, improved transportation choices, and economic development and job creation through energy conservation and renewable energy; and

WHEREAS, Lewis County finds our residents can benefit from policies and procedures to improve its natural resources and reduce the emissions of GHGs; and
 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best public interest to adopt the following policies and procedures: 
1. Request elected officials and department heads review projects, duties, practices, work schedules and opportunities to reduce GHG emissions. 
2. Encourage County employees to be aware of their own energy usage and to carry out appropriate measures to address potential conservation.
3. Encourage bidding, purchasing and contracting practices and standards to support reductions in GHG emissions, including preferences for energy-efficient vehicles and equipment, and the use of recycled materials and manufacturers that have implemented green management practices.
4. Consider methods to reduce pollutants from transportation activities, such as using cleaner fuels and vehicles, decreasing car trips, ride sharing, and reducing vehicle idling time.
5. Protect and enhance the environment, public health and safety when providing services and facilities.
6. Design and construct new public buildings to be cost-effective and energy-efficient.
7. Evaluate existing county-owned buildings for weatherization, lighting, heating and other programs designed to conserve energy.
8. Maximize recycling and waste reduction programs and opportunities throughout County government.
9. Consider transportation projects that will contribute to a reduction in vehicle miles traveled per capita, while maintaining economic vitality and sustainability.
10. Support safe and convenient access for pedestrians and bicyclists to, across, and along major transit priority streets.
11. Encourage a development pattern that utilizes existing infrastructure; reduces the need for new roads, utilities and other public works in new growth areas; and enhances non-automobile transportation.
12. Conserve natural resources such as water, open space and critical areas to preserve and promote the ability of such resources to reduce and remove pollutants from the environment.

13. Establish a water conservation plan for any County water utilities.
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the GHG Emissions Reduction policy is hereby approved. 

DONE IN OPEN SESSION this 2nd day of November, 2015. 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Jonathan L. Meyer, Prosecuting Attorney

LEWIS COUNTY, WASHINGTON

________________________________

                                                                 
By: Civil Deputy




Edna J. Fund, Chair








________________________________

ATTEST:





P.W. Schulte, Vice Chair
________________________________

________________________________

Karri Muir, CMC, Clerk of the Lewis County
Gary Stamper, Commissioner
Board of County Commissioners
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